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"With Jesus as our guide; we love, live and learn together."

Newsletter 7: Friday 5th December 2025

Dear Parents | ent & alenc

I hope that you and your families are all well.

Please remember to follow your ‘Walk With Me' calendar at home
each day as we journey through the season of Advent.

Next week we have our infant nativity performances, Yé parents’
meeting for the Sacrament of Confirmation and a Y4 family prayer
service to which parents are warmly invited.

Our Year Three children will be receiving the Sacrament of Reconciliation for the first fime next Friday. They
have been worked very hard to prepare to receive this sacrament. Please rememlber them in your prayers.

Infant Nativity Performances:

We are not issuing fickets for this year. Please just come along and enjoy our
performances!

Our performances are as follows:

Dates of Perfformances Pupils Performing:
Tuesday 9th December at 2.00pm Reception, Y1, Y2 pupils N ‘3 #

. . The Nativity
Wednesday 10t December at 9.30am Nursery, Reception, Y1, Y2 pupils ALY

House Assemblies:

A big thank you to our
Yé house captains
who led the school in
thoughtful prayer
services this morning
focusing on preparing
our hearts this advent
for Jesus' second
coming.
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Sacramental Dates for 2025-26:

Date: Information:

Tuesday 9th December

Yé Parents’ Meeting for Sacramental Preparation in school at 5.30pm

Friday 12t December 2025

Y3 pupils will receive the Sacrament of Reconciliation in church at 2.15pm

Wednesday 21st January 2026 | Y6 Mass with the Rite of Confirmation in church at 7.00pm

Saturday 16 May 2026

Y3 First Holy Communion Mass in church at 12.30pm

CAFOD Live Simply- Bake Sale:

LiveSimply
% AT -
| Sw

N

A big thank you to our whole school community for all of the cake donations that we have gratefully received
this week for our Live Simply bake sale.

We are extremely grateful of the overwhelming support for our Catholic Social Teaching charitable outreach
work for our global family. The school hall was full of activity! A big thank you to Emmie and Maddie from Yé
along with the PTA helpers who made this event possible. A tfrue reflection of Catholic Social Teaching in

action!

Please remember we will be holding this event again after school next Friday 12th December at 3.15pm and

we will gratefully receive any donations of baked goods on Thursday in preparation for the event.

Reverse Advent Calendar:

We are asking each member of our school to fry to bring one item each week from the list below o help the

Brushstrokes charrity.

Please see the weeks of Advent below and the kind donations we will be asking for:

Boxes Of Tissues

Weeks of Advent Items
Week 2 e Shampoo e Hot Chocolate
e Conditioner e Boxes of Chocolates
Monday 8th December - Friday 12th December e Toilet Paper
e Deodorant
]

Week 3

Monday 15 December - Thursday 18 December

Baby Wipes
Nappies
Nappy Bags
Baby Bath
Baby Lotion
Nappy Cream

e Baby Food (Jars or
Pouches)
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Holy Souls, November the Month of Remembrance:

Thank you to all of our school
community who added their

loved ones to our “River of tternal rest grant unto them, O Lord,
Remembrance” display in the and let perpetual light shine upon them.
main school entrance during the May they rest in peace. Amen

month of November. May all of

-
those that we have loved and -
lost remain in our thoughts, 1

prayers and hearts.

PTA Christmas Fayre Update:

The Christmas Fayre raised £900 for school. Thank you so much for your support! And thank you especially to
Joe McNamara and the PTA for organising such a lovely event.

Carols on the Playground:

Thank you to all of you who were able to join us last Friday for Christmas
carols on the playground to open our Christmas Fayre. Our KS2 pupils sang
really well. It was lovely to hear so many fraditional carols being sung.

Christmas Choir Club:

A big well done to our after school
Christmas choir club who really did get us
in the festive mood during the PTA
Christmas Fayre. A big thank you to Miss
Doody and Mrs Berry for running such a
great after school club.

Please join us in school for their next
performance in the end of term assembly on
Friday 19t December at 9.05am. All parents and
family members are welcome!

Catholic Social Teaching Animals:

In school we are focusing on putting our faith into action. We have
been using the principles of Catholic Social Teaching (CST) to help us
to do this. Each week we have been focusing on a principle in class & sg;
to use in our daily lives and help to deepen our faith. Please do ask

your child about these at home!

Catholic Agency for
S ‘ Overseas Development

Date Catholic Social Teaching Principles
W.C. 08.12.25 Solidarity Shristy the Sun bear
W.C. 15.12.25 The Common Good- Chikondi the Giraffe
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Y1 Educational Visit to Walsall Leather Museum:

Y1 had a wonderful trip to Walsall Leather Museum. They learnt all about different materials, looked at items
from the past and made their very own teddy bears and keychains using leather.
They had an amazing time and made fantastic creations to be proud of!

Y3 Educational Visit to Frank Chapman Centre:

Last Monday, Y3 went on a Stone Age adventure to the
Frank Chapman cenftre, to support their history learning.

They made clay pofs, crafted (and safely tested!) simple
axes, tried spear throwing, built shelters,
and even tried fire lighting!

These hands-on activities helped them to understand
more about what life was really like 200,000 years ago!

Primary School Reception Class:

For those parents wishing to apply for a place aft Holy Name, as soon as you have made your application to
your Local Authority, if your child is a baptised Catholic then please request a supplementary information
form from the school office and complete and return this to school along with a copy of your child’s Baptismal
Certificate.

Sandwell residents can apply online at:
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www.sandwell.gov.uk/admissions

If you require help or further information, then please phone the Sandwell Admissions Parent Support Line:
0121 569 6765.

School Places Available:
We have school places available in a number of classes in school.

Please contact the school office or apply for a place via Sandwell LA:

Apply for a school place | Sandwell Council

Christmas Lunch:

The school kitchen is providing a Christmas Lunch on Wednesday 17t December. If you would like your child
to have a hot meal (and they do not usually have a school meal) then please return the slip to the school
office by Wednesday 10th December and provide payment via the Arbor App. Please note, payment is only
required for children in Year 3-é as all children in Reception to Y2 are part of the universal infant free school
meal offer.

Class Christmas Parties:

The class Christmas parties will be taking place as follows:

Date: Christmas Parties:
Thursday 18t December Nursery / Reception, Y1 & Y2
Friday 19t December Y3,Y4,Y5,Yé6

Your child should be sent into school in their party clothes / Christmas jumper on their day.

Advent Family Prayer Services for Y4 and Y5 Parents:

We would like to invite our Y4 and Y5 parents info school to join us for
our special Advent Family Prayer Services on these dates:

Y4 - 2.35pm on Thursday 11th December

Y5 - 2.35pm on Wednesday 17th December

This is an opportunity for our family members to join with their child's

class to pray together at this special fime of year. Please do your best to join us for these special services and
note that all attendees must be in the school hall at 2.35pm. It will not be possible to join the prayer service
after it has started.

Poetry Writing Competition for 5-7-year-olds:

Recipe
This exciting and engaging poetry writing competition invites your child to write a recipe ?Seﬁm
poem about anyone or anything, boosting their writing confidence for years to come! Al | el @

poetry writing enfry forms are available from Mrs Kavanagh. Completed entries are to be
submitted by Friday 12th December.

|
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Reception - Y6 Reading Challenges:
Our Reading Challenges are a great way to ensure your child is reading a range of texts which are age-
related (with some challenging texts too!)

To make it super easy to participate, we have uploaded a direct form link accessible on your Marvellous
Me accounts. The form is called ‘YR RC' / 'Y1 RC’ etc and they are also available on the school website —
just click:

‘Curriculum and Gallery > Reading’ and scroll down to ‘Reading Challenge’.
Or click on the links here: Y6 Y5 Y4 Y3 Y2 Y1 Reception

Every fime your child reads a book from the specially selected list, they just need to complete an entry on
the form and they will automatically be entered into a prize draw!

The more books that you read the more chances that you have to win!
The next prize draw will be on Friday 19t December.

School Masses:

All parents and parishioners are warmly invited to all of our school masses in school at .15am or in church at
11.30am.

Date: Information:

Wednesday 10th December | NO MASS

Wednesday 17th December | Whole school Mass (End of Term / Advent) in school hall at 9.15am

Diary Dates:
Date: Information:
Tuesday 9th December Infant Nativity in school at 2.00pm

Y1 & 2 Gymnastics Club 3.15-4.15pm

Wednesday 10t December | Infant Nativity in school at 9.30am
NO CLASSES ATTENDING MASS
Yé Parents’ Meeting for Sacramental Preparation at 5.30pm

Thursday 11th December Y4 Advent Family Prayer Service in school at 2.35pm
Y4, 5 & 6 Fencing Club 3.15-4.15pm

KS2 French Club 3.15 - 4.15pm (final week)
Christmas Choir Club 3.15 - 4.15pm (final week)

Friday 12th December Celebration Assembly (Gifts from God) in the school hall at 9.05am (all
parents welcome)

Monday 15th December PM: Theaftre group in school - pantomime performance

Tuesday 16 December Y1 & 2 Gymnastics Club 3.15 = 4.15pm (final week)

Wednesday 17t December | Whole School Thanksgiving Mass for the Sacrament of Reconciliation in
school hall af 9.15am

Christmas Dinner Day in school

Y5 Advent Family Prayer Service in school at 2.35pm

Thursday 18th December Nursery, Reception, Y1 & Y2 Christmas Parties
Y4, 5 & 6 Fencing Club 3.15 - 4.15pm (final week)
Friday 19" December Celebration Assembly in the school hall at 9.05am (all parents welcome)

Y3,4,5,6 Christmas Parties
Last day of term
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Yours sincerely One of the precepfts of being a Catholicis | Mass at Holy Name Church:

to attend Sunday Mass (or the vigil Mass

for Sunday) every week and on all Holy

Days of Obligation.

This weekly commitment gives us the

opportunity to celebrate the Resurrection Sunday 8.30am

Mr A.G. Neenan of Our Lord which is why Sundays are and 10.30am
known as the Lord’s day.

A. Neenan Saturday 12.30pm

Headteacher

Second Sunday of Advent (Year A)
Gospel: Matthew 3:1-12

This Sunday's gospel is about John the Baptist. John told
everybody that Jesus was coming and that they needed to get
ready.

John warns the people coming to be baptised that they need
to say sorry for the things that they have done wrong and
change therr lives for the better. This will help them to be ready
for Jesus.

Do you think there are things in your life you could do betterg Are you always helpful?2 Do
you always share?2 Do you listen when someone is upset and try to cheer them up? Do you
let everyone join in your games?e

John the Baptist lived at the time of Jesus. He had great faith and set an example for
everyone of how to live a good life.

When we say sorry, it means that we will try to do better next time. If we change our lives for

the better and try to do the right things, we can help to make the world a happier place for
other people too.

Our Catholic Mission:

How are you going to change your life for the better this Advente

Can you speak up when you see something that is unfairg Can you help others when they
are in neede Can you share?

What will you do for others so that you are ready when Jesus comes?

Prayer:

God of life,

we give thanks for all those people who are kind to us.
Help us to be the best people that we can be

as we wait for the coming of your Son Jesus.

Amen.

Reflection taken from CAFOD Children’s LiTurgy
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