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"With Jesus as our guide; we love, live and learn together."

Newsletter é: Friday 14th November 2025

Dear Parents

I hope that you and your families are all well. We have had a very busy start fo this half term. On Tuesday we
welcomed prospective parents, who have a child due to start in Reception class in September 2026, to Holy
Name for a tour of the school. Our Y6 ‘tour guides’ did a fantastic job showing our special visitors around our
school. We hope that they will choose our school for their children!

We were also very pleased to be able to welcome our new parish priest, Father Christopher, to Holy Name

when he came to school on Wednesday morning to celebrate mass with our infant classes. We are looking
to forward to getting to know Father Christopher and continuing to work closely with our parish.

Sacramental Dates for 2025-26:

Date: Information:
Tuesday 9th December Yé Parents’ Meeting for Sacramental Preparation in school at 5.30pm
Friday 12t December 2025 Y3 pupils will receive the Sacrament of Reconciliation in church at 2.15pm

Wednesday 21st January 2026 | Y6 Mass with the Rite of Confirmation in church at 7.00pm

Saturday 16th May 2026 Y3 First Holy Communion Mass in church af 12.30pm

Holy Souls, November the Month of Remembrance:

Every year during the month of November, we
Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, remember our departed loved ones. In our classes we
and let perpetual light shine upon them. would like to pray for these special friends and relatives
May the souls of all the faithful departed, during our daily prayer time.
through the mercy of God,
rest in peace.
Amen.

If there is someone special who you would like us to pray
for in school during this month, then please complete
and return the form that was sent home last week,
making a short note fo tell us why they were so special.
We can then share this when we remember and pray
for them.

We will also be creating a “River of Remembrance”
display in the main school enfrance to help us to
remember our loved ones.

Primary School Reception Class:

For those parents wishing to apply for a place at Holy Name, as soon as you have made your application to
your Local Authority, if your child is a baptised Catholic then please request a supplementary information
form from the school office and complete and return this to school along with a copy of your child’s Baptismal
Certificate.
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Sandwell residents can apply online at:

www.sandwell.gov.uk/admissions

If you require help or further information, then please phone the Sandwell Admissions Parent Support Line:
0121 569 6765.

School Places Available:
We have school places available in a number of classes in school.

Please contact the school office or apply for a place via Sandwell LA:

Apply for a school place | Sandwell Council

PTA CHRISTMAS FAYRE DONATION DAYS:
Our final donation day is next Friday 21st November.

Thank you again in advance for your generosity and also to the (,““‘STM/?J

dedicated members of the PTA who work so hard to raise substantial FAYBE
funds for our school.

Date: Donations: Information:
Friday BOTTLES Preferably alcohol: please
21st November check that any bottles

that you have donated
are unopened.

PTA CHRISTMAS RAFFLE:

Raffle tickets have been sent home for the annual PTA Christmas raffle. Please return raffle tickets and money
to the school office by Thursday 27th November. The raffle will be drawn at the Christmas Fayre on Friday 28th
November 2025.

Advent Family Prayer Services for Y4 and Y5 Parents:
We would like to invite our Y4 and Y5 parents info school to join us for
our special Advent Family Prayer Services on these dates:

Y4 - 2.35pm on Thursday 11th December

Y5 - 2.35pm on Wednesday 17t December

This is an opportunity for our family members to join with their child’s
class to pray together at this special time of year. Please do your best
to join us for these special services and note that all attendees must be in the school hall at 2.35pm. It will not
be possible to join the prayer service after it has started.

Poetry Writing Competition for 5-7-year-olds: '
This exciting and engaging poetry writing competition invites your child to write a recipe Recjpe
poem about anyone or anything, boosting their writing confidence for years to come! Al ?9eﬁm

poetry writing entry forms are available from Mrs Kavanagh. Completed entries are fo be | ¢ ™o &
submitted by Friday 12h December. s -

@

Catholic Schools Pupil Profile: this half term we are growing to be ‘Learned & Wise’.


http://www.sandwell.gov.uk/admissions
https://www.sandwell.gov.uk/admissions

Yé Class Debate:

In history this week, our Yé pupils thoroughly enjoyed debating the reasons why the Maya disappeared from
900AD. Some children argued that natural disasters played a huge role in the decline of the Mayans, whereas
others proposed that constant warfare between rival city-states (e.g., Tikal vs. the Canul kingdom) led to
political instability, disrupted trade and depleted resources. Well done everyonel!
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Reception - Yé Reading Challenges:
Our Reading Challenges are a great way to ensure your child is reading a range of texts which are age-
related (with some challenging texts too!)

To make it super easy to participate, we have uploaded a direct form link accessible on your Marvellous
Me accounts. The formis called *YR RC' / 'Y1 RC’ etc and they are also available on the school website —
just click:

‘Curriculum and Gallery > Reading’ and scroll down to ‘Reading Challenge’.

Or click on the links here: Y6 Y5 Y4 Y3 Y2 Y1 Reception

Every tfime your child reads a book from the specially selected list, they just need to complete an entry on
the form and they will automatically be entered into a prize draw!

The more books that you read the more chances that you have to win!
The next prize draw will be on Friday 28" November.

School Masses next Half Term:
All parents and parishioners are warmly invited to all of our school masses in school at .15am or in church at
11.30am.

Date: Information:

Wednesday 19t November | Y4 and Y5 joining the parish for mass in church at 11.30am
Wednesday 26t November | Infants’ mass in school hall at 9.15am

Wednesday 3@ December Y3 and Yé joining the parish for mass in church at 11.30am
Wednesday 10t December | NO MASS

Wednesday 17t December | Whole school Mass (End of Term / Advent) in school hall af 9.15am

Diary Dates:
Date: Information:
Tuesday 18" November Y1 & 2 Gymnastics Club 3.15 -4.15pm

Catholic Schools Pupil Profile: this half term we are growing to be ‘Learned & Wise’.


https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=KDDFRKI7Hk6S7bfvwn_A8LqgsnxzNVVPqC35IfXzSJNUMzRTV0dJSDc2VFkxTVBXVUFGRjEyNTRNQy4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=KDDFRKI7Hk6S7bfvwn_A8LqgsnxzNVVPqC35IfXzSJNUQkoyT1ExUDlIUkI3VjczMllOVTM3QVYxWS4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=KDDFRKI7Hk6S7bfvwn_A8LqgsnxzNVVPqC35IfXzSJNUMDdHNU8xTk9DSlpFRFk5Q0hYOTEzUU4xQS4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=KDDFRKI7Hk6S7bfvwn_A8LqgsnxzNVVPqC35IfXzSJNUNzQ4MjJaNEtIVVZBMldINkQ0QkhKSUtIVi4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=KDDFRKI7Hk6S7bfvwn_A8LqgsnxzNVVPqC35IfXzSJNUOFlRWEJMTkxaWTk4TzBGMlpDWlVYQjY5VC4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=KDDFRKI7Hk6S7bfvwn_A8LqgsnxzNVVPqC35IfXzSJNUMVJJT0w2M0NKQk4wWUE5VVdZT0hXRkYwTS4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=KDDFRKI7Hk6S7bfvwn_A8LqgsnxzNVVPqC35IfXzSJNUNTJBWkcwQ0M5TTU3UUQ5U0dXQ0paQjhWMS4u

Date:

Information:

Thursday 19" November

Y4, 5 & 6 Fencing Club 3.15-4.15pm
KS2 French Club 3.15-4.15pm
Christmas Choir Club 3.15 -4.15pm

Friday 21st November

NO CELEBRATION ASSEMBLY
Y1 Educational Visit to Walsall Leather Museum

Monday 24 November

Y3 Educational Visit to Frank Chapman

Tuesday 25th November

Y1 & 2 Gymnastics Club 3.15-4.15pm

Thursday 27t November

Y4, 5 & 6 Fencing Club 3.15-4.15pm
KS2 French Club 3.15-4.15pm
Christmas Choir Club 3.15 -4.15pm

Friday 28" November

Celebration Assembly (Gifts from God) in the school hall at 9.05am (all
parents welcome)

Tuesday 9th December

Infant Nativity in school at 2.00pm

Wednesday 10th December

Infant Nativity in school at 9.30am
NO CLASSES ATTENDING MASS
Yé Parents' Meeting for Sacramental Preparation at 5.30pm

Thursday 11th December

Y4 Advent Family Prayer Service in school at 2.35pm

Monday 15 December

PM: Theaftre group in school - pantomime performance

Wednesday 17th December

Y5 Advent Family Prayer Service in school at 2.35pm

Thursday 18t December

Nursery, Reception, Y1 & Y2 Christmas Parties
KS$2 French Club 3.15 - 4.15pm

Friday 19th December

Celebration Assembly in the school hall at 9.05am (all parents welcome)
Y3,4,5,6 Christmas Parties
Last day of term

Yours sincerely

A. Neenan

Mr A.G. Neenan

Headteacher

One of the precepts of being a Catholicis | Mass at Holy Name Church:
to attend Sunday Mass (or the vigil Mass

for Sunday) every week and on all Holy
Days of Obligation.

This weekly commitment gives us the
opportunity to celebrate the Resurrection Sunday 8.30am
of Our Lord which is why Sundays are and 10.30am
known as the Lord’s day.

Saturday 12.30pm
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Thirty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time
(Year C) .
For many will come

Gospel: Luke 21:5-19 in my name, saying,
T am he!' and,

'The timesis at hand!'
In this Sunday’s gospel, Jesus is with his ~ Do not go after them.
disciples in the temple. He tells them that .. . “ ekl S
the temple would one day be destroyed
and that there would be wars,
earthquakes, and people hungry for food.

Can you think of places in the world today where there are wars, earthquakes and
people are hungry for food?

Here is one example:

A massive earthquake hit Indonesia last year. Thousands of people died or were injured.
And many more people had their homes destroyed.

Straight after the earthquake, lots of people gave money to help the people who had
been affected. Through CAFOD this money helped people with the basic things they
needed to live like food, water, blankets, buckets, toothpaste and soap, cooking
equipment and mosquito nefts.

Jesus told the disciples not to be afraid. He promised that he would be with them always
and that they wouldn't be harmed if they put their frust in him.

Jesus is with us always, even in the hardest times. Often Jesus comes to us in the people
who help us.

Our Catholic Mission:

Next time you hear about an earthquake, flood or drought on the news what will you
do to help the people affected? How will you help them to know that they haven't
been forgotten and that Jesus is always with them?2

Prayer:

Jesus,

help us to put our faith and trust in you at all times.
May we not be afraid

but instead believe that you will always keep us safe.
Amen.

Reflection taken from CAFOD Children’s Lifurgy
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