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Religious Education 

Christmas: 
We will learn about the story of Christmas from St Matthew’s Gospel. We will explore the difficulties faced by Mary and 
Joseph and the tensions that arose with King Herod.   
Baptism  
Within this topic, we will explore the role of John the Baptist in the Baptism of Jesus. Children will have the opportunity 
to explore an in-depth study of the signs, symbols and prayers associated with the Sacrament of Baptism. 
Lent: 
This unit involves the children thinking about the concept of ‘temptation’ as we study the temptations of Jesus. Pupils 
will be given the opportunity to reflect on what nurtures and damages human relationships. We will study some 
important texts from the New Testament about Christian living and will learn about the Sacrament of Reconciliation as 
Sacrament of Healing and God’s forgiveness.  
Holy Week: 
In this unit we will gain a greater knowledge and understanding of the last week of Jesus’ life and how the Church 
celebrates the week through the liturgy and prayer. 
British values: 
This term, we are focusing on Eloquent and Truthful. Within this, we will explore what Eloquent and truthful means. 
We will consider what children think of themselves, the relations between people, and the world. 

English 

Class Texts: 
Our English lessons this term will be based around the reading of ‘Goodnight Mr Tom’ by Michelle Magorian and ‘The 
Tempest’ by William Shakespeare 
Reading (comprehension): 
During the spring term, the children will maintain a positive attitude to reading by exploring and discussing an 
increasingly wide range of fiction, poetry, plays, non-fiction and reference books during guided reading, 
comprehension lessons and their own independent reading. The children will increase their familiarity with a wide 
range of books. We will also focus on drawing inferences, for example from characters’ feelings and make comparison 
within and across texts.  
Range of Writing: 
A variety of fiction and non-fiction writing genres shall be taught, using authorial techniques to write in a descriptive 
manner, diary entries, writing play scripts, explanation texts, and writing narratives. The children will develop their 
writing skills in each of these areas and will be provided with many opportunities to write independently within English 
lessons and other areas of the curriculum.  
Composition: 
Throughout the spring term we will focus on identifying the audience and purpose of a piece of writing and use similar 
writing as a model for our own ideas. Using the text ‘Goodnight Mr Tom’ as a stimulus, we will draw on our reading 
when developing initial ideas and consider how authors have developed characters and settings. We will study how to 
use a wide range of resources to develop cohesion within and across paragraphs.  
Vocabulary, grammar and punctuation: 
We will improve our understanding vocabulary, grammar and punctuation by using a wide range of relative clauses 
(e.g. who, whom, that) to develop ideas within sentences. Also, the children will continue to improve their use of 
punctuation within the Y5 programme of study by studying the use of brackets and commas for parenthesis and to 
avoid ambiguity and use of full punctuation for dialogue between characters. As well as this, the children will use a 
range of devices (such as adverbials) to develop cohesion within and across paragraphs. They will also develop their 
use of co-ordinating and subordinating conjunctions (such as after, although, before, whether, while) to increase the 
amount of clauses included in sentences.  Furthermore, the children will continue to use adverbs (clearly, surely) and 
modal verbs (would, should) to indicate possibility within a sentence/paragraph.   
Spelling: 
Throughout the year, the children will learn a variety of spelling strategies to support their ability to spell accurately. 
Some of the strategies that we will focus on this term are: look, cover, spell, check; the pyramid strategy; drawing a 
shape around the word and spelling difficult words without vowels. In the spring term, the children will learn to spell 
words ending in -ably and -ibly, rare spellings such as bruise and common homophones such as led/lead. As well as 
this, the children will learn to convert nouns into verbs using suffixes, such as –ate, -ise and –ify.   
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Mathematics 

Recall of number facts for +, -, x and ÷ :  
The children will be able to identify multiples and factors including all factor pairs and common factors of two numbers.  
They will know and use prime numbers, prime factors and composite (non-prime) numbers. Recall of prime numbers 
up to 100 will be focussed on as well as recognising square and cubed numbers and the notation for squared and 
cubed. We will also continue to consolidate rapid recall of multiplication and division facts up to 12 x 12.  
Number and Place Value: 
We will interpret negative numbers in context. The children will also demonstrate an understanding of rounding any 
number up to 1,000,000 to the nearest 10,000 and 100,000 as well as being able to round numbers with two decimal 
places to the nearest whole number and to one decimal place. The children will consolidate multiplying and dividing 
numbers by 10, 100 and 1000. As well as this we will begin to understand Roman numerals to 1000 (M) and 
recognise years in Roman numerals. 
Addition and Subtraction: 
The children will solve problems by adding and subtracting whole numbers with more than four digits and decimals 
with two decimal places, using the formal method. Addition and subtraction multi-step problems will also be solved in 
different contexts, requiring the children to reason the most efficient methods to use and why.  
Multiplication and Division: 
We will consolidate our understanding of multiplying numbers up to four digits by a one or two-digit number using a 
formal written method. Furthermore, the children will divide numbers with up to four digits by a one-digit number using 
a formal method. Following the consolidation of formal written methods, the children will apply their understanding by 
solving problems related to multiplication and division.  
Fractions: 
Our understanding of fractions will develop this term by recognising mixed number and improper fractions and also by 
consolidating addition and subtraction methods of fractions with multiples of the same denominator. We will continue 
to consolidate being able to compare and order fractions and further our understanding by solving problems when 
multiplying fractions. As a further challenge, the children will solve problems involving multiplication and division, 
including scaling by simple fractions. 
Measurement: 
The children will use, read and write standard units of mass to a suitable degree of accuracy as well as estimate 
volume and capacity. We will also focus on converting between different units of metric and imperial measures. To 
apply our learning, we will solve problems involving measures using all four operations.   
Geometry: 
The children will identify, describe and represent the position of a shape following a reflection or translation using the 
appropriate language, and know that the shape has not changed.  
Statistics: 
The children will solve comparison, sum and difference problems using information presented in a line graph. Also, the 
children will apply their statistical understanding by solving problems when completing, reading and interpreting 
information tables, including timetables.  
 
Fluency, reasoning and problem solving will embed the learning that takes place throughout the maths curriculum, 
including maths activities taking place in other areas of the curriculum.  

 

Science 
 

Everyday Materials: 
The pupils will further develop their knowledge and understanding of materials, achieving an in-depth 
knowledge of the properties of certain materials and how and why those specific properties make 
them suitable for particular uses. We will explore familiar objects in detail and how their properties of 
can make them useful in everyday life. Pupils will use scientific vocabulary to describe, explain and 
communicate their understanding of materials. Comparative and fair tests will be carried out to 
answer questions about how and why certain materials are selected and used because of their 
properties. The children will aim to do this increasingly independently, recognising and controlling 
variables where necessary, so that they collect sufficient quality evidence to enable them to answer 
their science questions. Measurements will be recorded by the children, using appropriate equipment 
with increasing accuracy and using a variety of ways to report and present their data to an audience. 

 

Circle of Life: 

The children will build on previous learning about the process of growth and reproduction in animals 

and about the life cycles of flowering plants. The life cycles of four significant types of animals: 

mammals, amphibians, insects and birds will be introduced. By the end of the topic, we will have a 

deeper understanding of the main stages of an animal life cycle: birth, growth, reproduction, aging 

and death. Pupils will compare and contrast different animal life cycles by identifying common 

features and differences.  Later in the topic, we will investigate the ways in which humans are using 

science to help endangered animals complete their life cycles. Pupils will know some of the reasons 

why different types of animals may become endangered and will also be able to argue a case for an 
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animal under threat, suggesting why it should be helped and how science might be useful in doing 

this. 

Computing 
 

Databases and spreadsheets 
Children will continue to use purple mash to support their IT skills to learn how to effectively use 
databases and spreadsheets.  
Game Creator  
Within this topic, children will review and analyse a computer game. They will consider and be able to 
describe some of the elements that make a successful game. Throughout the topic,  children will be 
involved in the process of designing their own game 

P.E. 
 

Step to the Beat: 
During this unit, the children will understand the benefits of improving muscle tone in the abdominals 
and legs to learn new strength-based moves. They will also perform a sequence of steps in time with 
music 
Striking and Fielding: 
With a focus on cricket, the children will develop their skills in batting and fielding. They will choose 
fielding techniques, develop a safe an effective overarm throw and learn batting control.  
Gymfit Circuits: 
During this unit, the children will understand why fitness is good for health and wellbeing by 
performing a fitness circuit that aims to improve strength and stamina. They will also develop their 
own personal fitness in an obstacle-style circuit.  
Fitter Future  
Children will use the online fitness website to complete a variety of workouts. Children will be able to 
complete these at home also with their own individual log ins.  

P.S.H.E.  Dreams and ambitions 
Throughout this term the pupils will discuss their future and their ambitions. Children will consider how 
they will reach their future goals. We will explore the importance of having a job and how we can 
achieve the job we wish to have. Children will discuss and explore the value of money and why it is 
important to our lives.  

Multi-
cultural 

We will be learning about some of the main teachings of the religion of Islam and learn about some of 
the Islamic festivals such as Milad un Nabi (the birthday of the Prophet Muhammad) which took place 
in December, along with Lailat al Miraj which will take place on April 3rd  and Lailat al Bara’ah which 
will take place on April 21st.  

Foundation 
Subjects 
 

During this term foundation subjects will be taught through the theme of ‘Ancient Egypt’. 
Art:  
The children will develop their skills at creating a variety of collages using different themes as their 
inspiration.  
D.T 
Children will be focusing on materials and considering the different ways they can use these for their 
own creations. Children will explore different types of materials and how they can combine these to 
create different products.  
Geography  
Children will focus on the USA this term. They will gain an understanding of geographical similarities 
and differences through the study of human and physical geography regions in North or South 
America 
History:  
The pupils will be attempting to identify how we can rediscover the wonder of Ancient Egypt and will 
learn about the impact the Ancient Egyptians by creating a timeline of key historical events in Ancient 
Egypt. We will learn about the hierarchical ruling system in Ancient Egypt and discuss crime and 
punishment. The children will learn about the discovery of Tutankhamun’s tomb and create a list of 
instructions for novice embalmers. Research will be conducted about the Pharaohs to discover why 
they were important. 
Music: 
The children will understand why music was important to the Ancient Egyptians and attempt to 
improvise and compose their similar music of their own. For the second half of the term, children will 
focus on music relating to a healthy lifestyle and they will consider how the can reflect this through 
music,  

French Our focus will be on spoken language and the ability to listen attentively and join in by responding. 
The children explore the patterns and sounds of language through songs and attempt to adapt 
phrases to create their own sentences. 

Other 
Activities / 
Visits 

 
Further activities and visits are currently to be confirmed. 
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Homework Arrangements: 

 

English A piece of English homework will be given out on a Friday. This should be returned the following 
Wednesday.      

Mathematics One piece of homework will be given out on a Friday.  This should be returned the following 
Wednesday.  

Spelling Spelling homework will be given out on a Monday and spellings will be tested on the following 
Friday. 

Number 
Facts 

The children will be provided with a times tables sheet or number fact sheet on a Friday. Children will 
be tested on their times tables each Friday.   

Project The children will soon be provided with information about the project over the coming weeks.  

 
 

Useful Information: 
 
Please read with your child regularly - every night if time allows! Reading books will be changed at least once a 
week. Your child will receive a sticker on their bookmark if they have read three or more times in the week, which 
will later result in a certificate when it is full. Reading records and books should be in school every day and signed 
by an adult.  
 
P.E. takes place on Wednesdays and Thursdays. Please ensure that the children have the correct kit in school 
on these days. Please note that children will need to be able to remove ear rings to take part in P.E.  
 
On Thursdays, children will now be attending swimming lessons. Please ensure they bring their swimming kit to 
school every Thursday including their swimming trunks/costumes, towel and swimming hat.  
 
Although school will provide equipment for the children, to develop their independence it is a good idea for them 
to bring a pencil case with a pencil, ruler, rubber and sharpener each day. They can also bring some pencil 
crayons if they wish. In addition, bringing a small folder for any letters or homework is a good idea and will again 
help to prepare the children for Year Six and secondary school.  
 
If you have any information or are knowledgeable in any of the topics outlined above, please let me know! It is 
always interesting and valuable for the children to hear from people who have first-hand experience of a particular 
topic/area. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 


